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REGION 6
2013-2014 Action Plan
Texas-Coahuila-Tamaulipas-Nuevo Leon Regional Workgroup
{TX/COAH/TAM/NL RWG)

The Four-State Regional Workgroup is the most complex of the four regional workgroups, because of its
geographical expanse and the number of municipalities. The region includes parts of three states and a
total of at least 29 municipios on the Mexican side, and 168 cities and towns on the U.S. side.
Recognizing this, the workgroup divided itself into three geographically based Task Forces—Amistad,
Falcon, and Gulf, each of which has established subject-specific committees related to its priority
concerns.

During the first half of 2012, the various committees have held meetings to discuss initial priorities for
the Border 2020 program, and a regional meeting of leaders was held in June to develop a consensus of
priorities at the task force and regional workgroup levels.

Regional Priorities

1. Improve air quality through the following approaches:

a.
b.

(65

Analyze emissions and emission sources in specific airsheds
Engage in both road-paving and reforestation {using native species)

Establish or improve vehicle inspection programs in those cities where the respective federal
governments require them

Increase energy efficiency at the consumption level and the use of renewable energy at all
appropriate levels

2. Improve water quality by taking the following actions:

Evaluate the portion of the Rio Grande watershed that is in the region

Reduce contamination by providing wastewater treatment to unserved communities in the
watershed

Improving the existing treatment facilities by applying the most effective technologies and
providing training to operators

Develop more applications for the re-use of water
Reduce non-native species in the water bodies

Continue and expand environmental education efforts such as “Adopt the River” and “Day of
the River”

Address problems of improper waste disposal:
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a. Develop comprehensive plans for solid waste management, including special wastes (such as
sludge from wastewater treatment plants, scrap tires, and used electronic products) and
hazardous wastes {residues from pesticides, extraction of fossil fuels, and medical facilities),
looking for economic/productive uses of wastes whenever possible

b. Expand environmental education related to waste issues

¢. Close and remediate open dumps wherever required by regulation
Assure that each project includes a component of environmental education {such as teacher training

or building an environmental library), at least one indicator related to public health, and inspection
and surveillance

Individual Task Force Priorities

Amistad Task Force

g = Oy W o B B

Reduction of energy consumption in buildings and street lighting

Increased use of alternate and renewable energy sources (such as landfill gas and solar energy)
Construction of sanitary landfills

Attention to waste disposal in gas drilling operations

Continuing attention to emergency response

Harmonization of protocols related to coal mining and remediation and to petroleum materials
Improvement of vehicle inspection programs in Coahuila

Joint programs in communication and environmental education, and development of an
environmental educators group

Falcon Task Force

1. Re-use of treated water

2. Monitoring of drilling operations in the Eagle Ford Shale

3. Finalizing the cross-border contingency plan

Gulf Task Force

1. Improvement of water-related infrastructure, and increased attention to water conservation and re-

use
Increased recycling
Continuing capacity-building at the local, state, and federal levels of government

Technical exchanges, including best practices and lessons learned
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Two Year Action Plan (TX/COAH/TAM/ ML RWG)
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas

GOAL # 1: Reduce Air Pollution

Objective 1: By 2020, reduce the number of vehicles operating in the border region that do not comply with the respective vehicle emissions

standards, and reduce vehicle emissions at ports-of-entry through anti-idling and other feasible measures

Continue to develop Coahuila’s COMIMSA, Beves (SEMALL
| G : : G vehicles in Acuha,

1 vehicle inspection nrogram pantivin | Municipio de SEMA HYPERLINK Plasia Mouras iR Braniese
| consultation with Texas reparding Piodras Negras, Coahuila Imailtomigusl rey w e

 the latter's experience.

SENIA (Coahuila),

Municipio de Acufia,

\
|
$700,000 ;
|
TCEQ :

Wiguel Angel Leal

ss@semagobimx
1

Inspect 40% of the

Monhelava, Saltilla
and Ramios Arizpe

Objectwe 5: By 2020, reduce emissions and associated impacts, through energy efﬂaency and/or alternative/renewable energy projects

Design and implement vehicle
. emission verification programs or
campaigns

| Promote and encourage the use and
exploitation of renewable energy

| sources and alternative energy

“ potential

Strengthen the state's atmospheric
| monitoring system

To be 1 SEDUMA/

Ing. Salvador
Trevifio

SEDUMA

defined  SEMARNAT

SEDUMA/

e SEMARNAT

defined

EDUMA/

EDL MR PA/COCEF

definirse

seduma@tamaulip
as

Ing. Salvador
Trevifio
seduma@tamaulip
as.gob.mx

Ing. Salvadar
Trevifio

{ HYPERLINK
"maiita seduma@t

1

Vehicle verification in
the border area

Action plap for 9

wind power projects
and state’s strategic
energy program

By 2014, the system
operating at 100%
with programmatic
consistenc‘y

standards

By November 2012

Baseline information is
being collected

Federal resources will

|
|
|
|
be requested }
|
|
|
j
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Ing. Balvador
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LEGEND D Activity covers at least two task force areas

Trevifio ;
 Implementation of a enviranmental By 2014, train 100%
5 . L SEDUMA/Municipio $ 100,000 ‘ SEDUMA/ { HYPERLINK ' .
managemen ‘S\{S em as a strategy . | EPAJCDCEE S alltorseduma@t of the border Develop a strategy
o eneray offic oncy | amaulipas gob.mx” | municipalities
: 1

Implement a competitive grants ‘ S::;‘;S?‘;ﬂ“ (LBl
g  Drogram almed at lncal Universityof Texas | ., | EPAGNd Rl Complete all projects | REP will be issued in
. governments, dedicated to at Austin [BISehosl ) 0 o LICED T Do by August 2043 Gctober 2017

improvements in enersy oificisncy

iliutexas edu!!

Economietric
svaluation of
mitigatio
1 policles selectedin
Phase 1.
Selection of
number of prioritized
mitigation public
policies for climate

Initiate Phase 2 of the State Climate
| Action Plan for Coanuila (PEAC)
| Duantification of the mitigatioh
-;~pollcxes selsctedin Phase 1

In sarly coordination
with the state
government

Coahuila State |
Governnient and S275000  BECC

Tamas Balarers,
BECC

1 Commented [rp1]: Unclear what this language in column 1
means-Quantification of policies?

| Initiate Phase 1 of the State Climate
| Actian Plan for Tamaulipas (PEAC):

| Quantification of the mitigation .
1 public policies selected in Phase 1.

Worlkof five technical
groups began on July
2017

Tamaulipas State
Government and
BECC

|
$100,000  BECC

i

i

Tomas Balarezo,
BECE

i -+ Commented [rp2]: if this is intended to be Phase 1, then the
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, language lh column 2 afterthe calon doesn't make sense. Same
Solbction of s commenton project #4:

number of prioritized
niitigation public
policies for climate
change.

| Initiste Phase 1 of the State Climate
5 Actinn Plan for Chihdahua (PEACY

| Quantification of the mitigation

| nublic nolitias selerted in Phase 1.

Chihuahus State
Government and
BECC

In esrly enardination
with the state
government

Commented [rp3]: Thiswording in column 10 for profects 8
and 9 is awkward With-all this money, they're going to “select”
palicies? Should thisinstead say " Promulgate and implement a
prioritized set of policies related to chimate change’?

Tomas Balarezo,
BECE

|

|

1
$100,000  BECC

i

|

|

| Commented [rpa]: this was written, was it an
ntention or anaccomplishment?

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT |

ED_002319B_00012746-00004



May 10, 2013

LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas Gulf Task Force Falcon Task Force Amistad Task
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Amistad Task
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Gulf Task Force
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas

e

Falcon Task Force
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas . ulf Task Force : alcon Task Force Amistad Task
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Goal # 2: Improve Access to Clean and Safe Water

General

Objective 2: Help drinking water and wastewater service providers in the border region to implement sustainable infrastructure practices to
reduce operating costs, improve energy efficiency, use water efficiently and adapt to climate change.

 Bunding Karen Bick Teachers &/or

Provide Teacher Training Texas Partnershin

|

|

|

|

|

Worlkshop(s) and/or on site for Water Education 1 ::;::?mth Various f;ﬁ{)zesgsi?;’szg ‘;tltj:rizzz das wello: }
tacilitators toimplement | (TPWE) EPA WERT, " funding L HYPERLINK ey e }
Sducationa water quality 1 1 particibant Bosbin Imatltoick karen@e il hove identified }
mionitoring events in conjunclion | coou frnans, 180 : - G eswill be pagov")} : i L }
with 2019/13 World Water | infarmal 1 T. . explored | e . ! : lt. |
Monitaring Challenge. ironmental L L 1
3 | Kits 825/ submitted to TPWE s !
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two

T

task force areas Amistad Task

| education(il) rogram

prowders 1 individuals Coordinator.

Bromote snergy management
practizes amang water and
wastewater tilities from Lareda to
Brownsville Texas. Conduct
quarterly mestings an enerey
management planning, training 6n
Pumping System Assesshvient Tool
and an:site enerpy efficiency
assessptents. Key cities include
Laredo, Roma, Mission, Agta
Specialty Utility District, Edinburg,
Meallen. Bharr Weslaco,
Mercedes, Harlingen, and
Brownsyille

Organize a workshop in Laredo for
Wwater gtilities and the rectaurant
industry to discuss best practices
telated to abatement of discharpes
of fats; oils, and grease (will also
involve Nusvo Laredo)

i 4
| Bartner with a 1
| University to |
conduct meetings,
| Irainings and on-site. |
| enohgy assessment
| invalving ‘

; : : | Funding Various ehergy management
ONPIaeriy 4 ; ¢ i
stugdents 5012 \ . sought: funding David Reazin, EPA plan ahd benchniatk
Arthers at the : | S75.000/vr | possibilit | Region B eRerey use and corts
o o eswillbe | 5aa 6R5 750 1 PSAT training, and
* w 5150 000 || explored 2 onisite

\

| Misnufacturing

| Assistance Conters 1
atithe University of :
 Texas at Arlington.
| and Univeraity of 1
| Texas Pan American.

laredo

Hold guarterly
meetings to develon

assessmients,

Korla Rables (City of

. City of Laredo water | hde Larnda Uniities)
[ | ‘
ity Webb 23000 Ghat “HYI?ERUNK ‘ Hold the \qxorlfshaps Planning in brosres:
| County, and Nuevo through mailtoikrables@eila | by the spring of 2013
| B tedo buust |

the BECC
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Objective 3: Work binationally to identify and reduce surface water contamination in transboundary waterbodies or watersheds.

Canter for Glabal } CGEE. Tracy Fredin

| Environmental | Abprox
Peavelon and produce region-specific Education (CGEE). | 5100000
Supplemental materials necessary | poiiine Lniversity. : in 2013
to nroduce a Waters to the Sea- Rio
Grande module (Ploce. based
educotion with comprefionsive
watershéd focus)

Recruit and establich
an advisory hoard,
produce videos and
other materials,
identify one ar twa
18Ds to pilot program,
and condust training
for at least 25
tegchersin 2014,

Karen Bick

EPA, Region 6

{214) 6657539
HYPERLINK

Umalltaibick karsn@e

pagov’ |

Various
funding
possibilitie
swill be
explored

discussions are
Undenay

Harte Research

| Institute @ ABNML
| Cotpus Chiist,
EPA BB, WEAT,

|
2 50,000

|
|
|
|
|
i
Explaratory }
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas

General

Objective 1: By 2020, increase local and state-level knowledge and experience in the area of sustainable material management practices.

EPA/SEDUM | Ing. Salvador Reach out to 100%
SEDUMA $ 300,000 | A/SEMARNA | Trevifio of the horder cities
T [ HYPERLINK

Extend the state’s environmental
| management system program
. {SIMA} to private institutions,

A strategy will be

\
|
|
\
|
1
|
developed }
|
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas

- schools and shops

Extend the
dissemination of the
E-Conexion to 100%

Ing. Salvador

' Redesign and extend coverage of the Trevmu

20 E-conexion Newsletter as strategy to

SEDUMA $30,000 | SEDUMA A strategy will be

share best practices. seduma@tamauhpa of the Tamaulipas develaped
3 s.gob.mx municipalities
...... O s e
| Link and promote the Maxican iggﬂizhli:gamauh (SEMARNAT/Tamaul | tne 3 Mexican States
i . i ‘ i ‘ i by ily 2013 First bhiase is comnlate
4y | federal program “Green Schoolst in Cpariiesin » CEMIARNAT ipas); [ HYPERLINK v duly R o

InisiltoiDeltino rami | Hald an information

[ome e Nanke fez@semarnst tams
Lean, and Coahuila e exchange meeting
ulipasigobimx wiTexas 2014

 all throe Mexican states in the redion
* and explore nnssible use in Texas
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas ulf Task Forc alcon Task Force

Objective 2: By 2014, identify priority waste streams and by 2020 develop sustainable material management practices that strengthen their |
respective market value.

\
\
\
|
Ing. Salvador Desi f nubli 1
. Design and implement a state scrap SEDUMASS | ik jﬁ;inazdpu - A sty will b }
. tire management program that SEDUMA $400,000 | EMARTANT | . fﬂana . }
| includes valuation JEPA seaimsg e onidin 1 scfap tlresp """ |
| iS5 N |
| |
| Evaluate and take advantage of Ing. Salvador i i p 1
| SEDUMAJE ,N C lete action Inf t b !
" energy potential of waste in SEDUMA $ 300,000 i Trevifio e L !
3 PA plan gathered !
| Matamoros [andfills seduma@tamaulipa !
| |
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force area
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas

e

Falcon Task Force

Objective 3: By 2020, improve knowledge in every level of government {federal, state, local) to characterize and remediate contaminated |
sites. !
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas Gulf Task Force Falcon Task Force Amistad Task

Objective 2: By 2020, at least eight (8) of the sister city joint contingency plans will be supplemented with preparedness and prevention
related activities such as certified training, risk analysis, and/or capacity building.

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT |

ED_002319B_00012746-00016



May 10, 2013

LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas . ulf Task Force : alcon Task Force Amistad Task
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Projects Potentially related to Air Quality, Water, Water Quality, and Waste Management

; j
| Organize edicational campaigns e EPABorder | e ia Miller
| featuring training sessions for health Ine University of } 2012 Grant ! Lomplete the projeck

| . 50,000 D. In Progress
| professionals, health students and | Texas Health o | Progtam M,D . By the end of 2013, &
| Millerc S@uthsecs

| bromiotaas followed by cammunity. || Sciehce Cehter in | thru BECC
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas If Task Force

R

alcon Task Force Amistad Task

autredch in the Laredo and San Antonio i edu e [ HYPERLINK
Harlingen areas in Texas, addrassing Tmallthistesr@uths
| How to reduce pre-natal and csaedu’ ]

childhaod exposure to besticides,
| lead solvents sacond hand tobaceo,
. and diesel sxnaust

Noemi Ochaa
1 {Assaciation of
Cnnduct sducational wnrkshops on EPA Border Farmworlkear It progress st
‘ | safe handling and disposal of Migrants in Actian - . Qpportunity Complete the project | presentations will take
53 | o . , 220,000 Grantthru :
| pesticides for farm workare in the Waeslaco, Texas BECE Programs); | by the end of 2013, place inlaredaon
HYPERLINK Qctober 18

| Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas

Imailtoiochoa@ato

1

\
i
i
i
|
1 OF
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LEGEND: D Activity covers at least two task force areas Gulf Task Force Falcon Task Force Amistad Task
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